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Overview

• Update on RCW 90.94 (Streamflow Restoration Act   
aka “Hirst Fix Legislation”)

• Technical Assistance on “nose pumps” questions from 
Conservation Districts in SW Region

• 6th year for curtailments in Chehalis Watershed     
(WRIA 22/23)

• SW Staff all teleworking since 

March 16, 2020



Overview of RCW 90.94
• Streamflow Restoration Act law allows rural growth to continue ahead of the water for water solutions

• Law primarily impacts future permit exempt wells and building permits in the 15 “pre-2000 rule” 
watersheds:  
• WRIAs 1, 7, 8, 9, and 15 in NW Region, 

• WRIAs 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 22/23 in SW Region   [WRIAs 11, 13, 14 and 23 in Thurston County]

• WRIA 49 in Central Region

• WRIAs 55 and 59 in Eastern Region

• It lays out these interim standards that will apply until local committees develop plans to be adopted into 
rule: 
• Allows a maximum of 950 or 3,000 gallons per day for domestic water use, depending on the 

watershed.

• Establishes a one-time $500 fee for landowners building a home using a permit-exempt well in the 
affected areas.

• It retains the current maximum of 5,000 gallons per day limit for permit-exempt domestic water use in 
watersheds that do not have existing instream flow rules.

• It invests $300 million over the next 15 years in projects that will help streamflows and fish.
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• One year timeframe in 
WRIAs 1 and 11

• Some basins rely on 
Chapter 90.82 RCW 
planning units

• Ecology invites entities in 
other basins for planning 
committees

• Basins with instream flow 
rules that regulate 
permit-exempt uses

• “Other” requirements



Implementing RCW 90.94
Ongoing Actions…

Ecology’s role:
• Lead and participate in planning.
• Evaluate and approve (Adopt) plans.
• Award financial support for selected of projects.

Ongoing steps (since January 19, 2018):
• Staffing (added about 12-15 new staff statewide)
• Developed grant application funding criteria
• Defined Net Ecological Benefit
• Launched planning groups in designated WRIAs (for 

SW – WRIAs 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22/23
• Launched a 10-year metering pilot study in WRIA 18 

(Dungeness) 
• Developed policy and guidance 
• Adopted grant funding rules and an updated instream 

flow rule for WRIA 1 (Nooksack)



Streamflow Improvement Solutions

• Purchase/Retire Senior Water Rights
• Off channel storage projects
• Aquifer recharge
• Water use efficiency programs
• Water banks/water markets/exchanges
• Metering
• In-channel storage projects
• Floodplain restoration
• Using high flow/flood management as a 

form of aquifer recharge
• Purchase parts of existing municipal 

water rights for mitigation

• Focus growth near existing public 
water systems

• Convert surface water diversions to 
groundwater sources

• Streamflow augmentation projects
• Deep aquifer withdrawals
• extend piped water for public 

delivery or to augment low flow 
conditions in small streams

• Increase stream gaging and 
streamflow monitoring





Streamflow Restoration Grant Applications submitted 
in Southwest Region for 2020 Grant Round







Schedule of Section 020 
Watershed Committee Meetings

WRIA Initiating Government Meeting Frequency Adoption Date of 
Amended Plan 

11 - Nisqually Nisqually Tribe N/A PLAN ADOPTED
February 1, 2019

22/23 – Lower/Upper 
Chehalis

Chehalis tribe (funded 
via Grays Harbor 

County)

Monthly Committee meeting 
via Zoom as scheduled 

since March 2020
February 1, 2021

Watershed Planning Units established under RCW 90.82 
The “initiating government” is the lead and Ecology is a member of each planning unit



Section 030 Watershed Committee Meetings
“Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committees”

WRIA Lead Agency Meeting Frequency Adoption Date of 
Amended Plan 

10 – Puyallup
Pierce County, King County

Ecology Monthly (with subgroups 
meeting separately)

June 30, 2021

12 – Chambers/Clover
Pierce County

Ecology Monthly (with subgroups 
meeting separately)

June 30, 2021

13 – Deschutes
Thurston County

Ecology Monthly (with subgroups 
meeting separately)

June 30, 2021

14 – Kennedy/Goldsborough
Thurston County, Mason County

Ecology Monthly (with subgroups 
meeting separately)

June 30, 2021

15 – Kitsap
Kitsap County – NW Region
Pierce and Mason Co.’s – SW 

Region

Ecology (NW Region) Monthly (with subgroups 
meeting separately)

June 30, 2021

All Section 
203 

Committees 
in SW and NW 

Regions are 
meeting via 

Skype of 
Zoom since 
March 2020 

and will 
continue to 

do so for the 
foreseeable 

future



Watershed Restoration and Enhancement 
Committee membership

Ecology to chair the watershed restoration and enhancement committee and invite the following entities to 
participate:
• A representative from each federally recognized Indian tribe that has reservation land within the water resource 

inventory area (WRIA);
• A representative from each federally recognized Indian tribe that has a usual and accustomed harvest area 

within the WRIA;
• A representative from the Department of Fish and Wildlife;
• A representative designated by each county within the WRIA;
• A representative designated by each city within the WRIA;
• A representative designated by the largest irrigation district within the WRIA;
• A representative designated by the largest publicly owned water purveyor providing water within the WRIA that 

is not a municipality;
• A representative designated by a local organization representing the residential construction industry within the 

WRIA;
• A representative designated by a local organization representing environmental interests within the WRIA;  and
• A representative designated by a local organization representing agricultural interests within the WRIA.



Technical Assistance to 
SW Conservation Districts 

regarding Nose-Pumps



Technical 
Assistance to SW 

Conservation 
Districts 

regarding 
Nose-Pumps



6th year in a row
Curtailment Notices issued in the 

Upper and Lower Chehalis 
Watersheds

• Affects 93 junior* water right 
holders with surface water 
diversion for Irrigations 
purposes only

• Does not affect diversions for 
domestic use of for stockwater 
use

• Also, curtailment notices sent 
to 4 water ski lake facilities

* Junior means the water right is younger than the 1976 

Chehalis Instream flow regulation (WAC 173-522)



COVID-19 Impacts
• Since March 16, 2020 – the Department of Ecology has been essentially 100% 

“teleworking” from our homes.

• ALL Ecology buildings (HQ and Regional Offices in Lacey, Bellevue, Spokane and Yakima, 
Field Offices in Vancouver, Bellingham and Richland have been closed to the public.

• Very limited essential staff (IT support, Regional Office administrative support, select fiscal 
and payroll staff, limited Spill response staff, limited Dam Safety staff and (as of May 18) 
Regional field staff: Water Resources technical assistance/enforcement and well 
construction inspectors, Water Quality permit inspectors, Hazardous Waste inspectors and 
a few other essential staff have limited access to their building.  Field staff assigned a state 
car for field work.

• Transitioned from 100% office to 100% teleworking capability on about a week with 
detachable laptop computers and work issued iPhones.

• Conducting meetings via Skype, Zoom and telephone conference calls





Questions?

Thank you

Mike Gallagher
Department of Ecology 

Water Resources Program

(360) 407-6058
Mike.Gallagher@ecy.wa.gov


